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QUESITION 
Propounded to the Rulers, Teachers, 

and People of the Nation of England, for 


them fingly to anſiyer intheir hearts and confſciences, in 
the fear and dread of the mighty God of Heaven and Earth, 
whoſe mighty arm of power is ſtretched out in this Nation, 
firſt to overturn what ſtands in his way, ard hep ro eftabliſh 
(in the place thereof) what he bath purpoſed in his hearr. 
And this is the thing which the Lord hath determined todo, 
both particufarly in perſons, ar generally throughout the 
earth ; namely to pulldown the Mighty from their Seats, and 
to exalt the humble and meek, (who are made ſuch by the 
preſence and power of his life in them )" that healone may be 
exalted in the ſpirits of his People, and throughoutthe earth, 
And this work hath the Lord begun already , for bis great and 
notable day hath appeared, and breaketh forth apace, though 
theeye which is cloſed cannot ſee it, nor the benummed ſenſe 
feel ir. But he that hathanear, ler him hear the ſound of the 
Lords Trumpet, which faith in the mighty breath of his ſpiric: 
of life, Awake ye dead, and ftandup to judgement , for the 
day of Recompence is come, the day of theeternal vengeance 
of our God, and cheday'of his everlaſting mercy and plenti- 
ful redemption. * The Queſtion is as followeth. ), 


QUESTION. 
VU s this Nation was rent from Poper & partT mean , 


or wholly it was never rent, bur did ftill retainthe ſame 

; ſpirit, though by the Magiſtrates Sword it was forced from that 
# Form and way of Worſhip , which the Pope had eftabliſhed ) 
* didit wait on the Lord fer the guidance of bus Spirit and power , 
. | thereby to build up @ tfue Church and habitation for God inthe 
' A ſtirit ? 


 firit ? Onvdidit take ſuchmaterials as were ready at hand , and 
frame up 4 building as well as it conld, wherewith the conſci- 
E ences of many ( that were tender hearted towards God ) were even 
then diſatisfyed, and felt, im the eternal Ii fe of God, the re- 
formatjon not ro be right imits beginning 9 


This is 4weighty Queſtion : for an Worm. firſt, anercour 


in the fouttdarionis great, andthe cauge'of many following er- 
rours- If the Spirit of'God was net then conſulted with, and 
waited upon, if he didhotfaiſethefabrick, ſarelythe building 
was not 'fight.. It was the-Spirit of God which rent men from 
Popery(ſofar as they wereated upon pure & honeſt principles) 
ſhewing-the blackneſs and darkneſs thereof, and kindfing deſires 
in men after a. more inward and ſpiritual way of Worſhip , 
Thus: far was-of him , But TFmen did then conſult with their 
own wiſdori, for the ordering and carrying on of the reformati- 
_ on, and ſo upon politick grounds and reaſons, did raiſeup a 
- building, and not wait on the Lord for his light and power to 
(build wich; then ſurely that. building was abt of God, 'nor 
-could he'be-honoured thereby, nor his truch preſerved, nor 
- the integrity and eonſcientiouſneſs of his peoples hearts towards 
| him cheriſhed : but all this, would ſuffer, and be imdanger by 
-this building, and a contraryJpicic be pleaſed withir, and chrive 
under it. .And-hath it not been [o 2 were not the non-conformiſts 
ro it (though;known to bepretious perſons in the ſavour and 
-life of God ) looked upon. and dealt wich as enemies, while ſuch 
- conformiſts' as were known-to be looſe and ſcandalony, yet could 
-ftouriſh wel enough, & make a fair ſhew in this National Church, 
,and be zealous contendersfor the way of Worſhip and Govern- 
- meat init? Yea, thoſe that: have been ſtrit intheir livesand 
© converſations,andtruly zealous towards God, in their ſouls and 
Spirits, preſſing after righteouſneſs and purity , ſuch as theſe 
though they might conform, yet were theynor hated, nick. 
named, in ſcorn-called Puritans, and ſnares laid forthem to in- 
"rap them? And how could: it be 'othzrwile? Faſihe buil- 
' ding was not right, if the conſtitution and Goyernment ofthis 
- "Church was not of God, then it could notfavourandcheriſh | 
-— *rhtwhich wafofGod, then it could not nouriſh orbe pleaſed 
- * with" 6bedietice” to-his pure life and Spiric, - but rather with 0» 

- bedicace 'to *irs 'carmall form. For ſo- iris (ja eryth-and+ | | 
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TT 
reality before God, This Church with its whole conſtitution, 
Govettiment, Order, and way of Worſhip was either of Gods 
Spirit, and fo ſpiritual, er of mans wiſdome, and ſo carnal, 
If of Gods Sprrit;then it wil be a friend to that which is ſpiritual, 
and an enemy to that which is carnah: if of mans wifdome, then 
it will be afriend tothat which is catoal, and an enemy to that 
which isſpiritua}. ' And-thisis attuemark.of the true Church, 

end of the true Church powerand Governmenr, it begetsand 

preſcryes that which is ſpiritud),/ it beats down the. carnal, 

whereas that Church power and Government which istarnall , 

preſerves that whfeh is carnal ( a carnal unity,” a carnal unifor- 

mity inworſhip.&c. ;) but checks, ſnibbs,ſmites, and perſecutes 

that, which is ſpiritual: and ſuch a kind of power and Govern- 

mert to be {& up, the carnal part in every man contends and 

cries cut for. And ſo long asthere is any change made inthis 

Church by the ſame wiſdome it will never, be otherwiſe, itil 

be but from carnalto carral, and fo ſtillagainſt ge which ig:lpj- 

ritual, _ Therefore look back firgly, and confider what the. 
building was, and. how it was reared,up ,-and ſee whether ir 

was of God, or no ? Or whether it was built upin the forward- 

neſs of mans ſpirit, by carnal reaſonings and conſultings,accom- 

modating things to the preſentſtate of the Nation, and notto 
the plain andclear meaſureof Gods truth. 

Firſt, See what the materials' were whereof this Church was 
buile; Were they materials fit to makeupa true Churchof? 
Was it built up of a people truly converted ro God ? Ofperſons 
charged in- heart? Of perſons ſenſible of the fore going idola- 
try, and turned in their ſouls, minds,and ſpirits from dead Idols 
towards the living God? Or was got rather the heart of the 
Nationftill inclined towards Popery, even while it was turning | 
into a Proteſtant Church? And was itnot cheifly made a Pro- 
teſtant Church by the force of the civil power, which wound 
in- by degrees a Proteſtant intereſt, the heart of the people (till 
remaining unchanged, and hankering after Popery , but at 
length, in tra& of time, ſeeing they'knew not how to helpit, 
won over toProteſtaniſm with the ſame heart and ſpirit , that 
they came out of Popery with ? Conſider ſerjquſlyin che fighe 
. bf -God('who lookeyh both forwerdan backward upon things. 

witharrue eye) whetheriÞþath beg thusgr a0 1 - 
ec! | A'2 elk - +. Secondly, 
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Secondly, ' See what kind of Miniſtry was then ſet up. - Was 

it new Miniſtry (as Fob» Heſs that famous Bohemian Martyr 
propheſied ſhould ariſe, and as Lathey ſaw the necceſfity of, ut- 
terly diſclaiming the deriving of orders from Popiſh Biſhops ) 
or was it the ſame Miniftry-which was derived from:Rome ? It 
isa ſore ſtreſſe the Miniſters of England have been put to,name- 
ly, to plead for thetruth of the Miniſtry of the Church of Rome, 
that thereby they might defend their own. Now mark thisthing 
following, There aroſe falſe Apoſtles, falſe Prophets, falſe 
Feachers in the Apoſtle daies,- whom Satanclothed like true A- 
poſtles , like true Prophets,” like Ainifters of righteouſneſs. 
Thus they appeared Fhus they ſeemed robe, bur they were not 
of God, but Satgn , not ſent of G6d, nor inſpired by God, but 
infpiredand ſent by Satan, Theſe falſe Apoſtles, theſe falſe Pro- 
phers fought againſt the true Church, and true Miniſtry of 
Chriſt. 'And' yn hey wereoftentimes diſcovered, by the 


| 0a Chat in 

m,yet we find related inScripture,that ar lengthth:y did pre- 
> © vailte,infomuchas the third part of the true Miniſters was ſhaken, 
and ſwept down from their place and ſtanding by them,” Rev. 12. 


4. yea and at length'the Church her ſelf (as to thetrath of her, 
overcome, and fted into the wilderneſs, ver/c 


outward _ 
6.8 14. anda falſe Church got up in her ſtead, which hath a cup. 
of fornication to mike people ſpiritually drunk; andco bewjtch 
them "from the true worſhip of God, into imitations and like- 
neſſes, Rev. 17.4; and thoſe who will not acknowledge her like- 
neſſes & imiraronFto be the truch,butin the word of the Lambs 
Teſtimony wicneſs againſt them;\ ſhe drinks their blood, ver.6. 


Now can anyman-of any manner of ſeriouſneſsand ſobriety of , 


Spirir, ( who is-not drunk & overcome with this Whores wine) 
beleive;that after faiſe Porphecs had got the day, and ſet up the 
falſeChurch,char cheywould ſecup the true Miniſtfy inat?O how 
blind have men been, that they ſhould goabour, and take ſuch 
pains to derivea ſucceſſion ofthe true Mimſtry, fromthe Minj- 
Kers or Prophets of the falſe Churth !* 1301 : 

| Thirdly, What kind of maintenance was ſet upfor thisMani» 
firy ? Was it a Goſpel maintenance ? Was itthatthey ſhould 


tive SON f,' which'cannot but open|.mens ſpitjtsso/the | |. | 
ene Miniſters the Or was (Camaincenance fore ire oF" 
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s Cburch, and the Church preſerved from * 
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ther: F 


the people, by that outward power which/ſeruptheChurch 2. 


And was this maintenance like: unto , - or the ſame with: the. 


maintenance which the Popiſh Miniſtry had, before 4in this Na- 
tion, for their idaJatrous ſervice ? 
Fourthly, W bat kind of Worſhip wasit, whichgvas ſet up ? 


Was it the worſhip ot the Goſpel, which is in ſpirit and truth? 


Or was it a form of worſhip invented by man, andſoaccommo- 
dated to the preſent temper of the Nation, that they migbc 
with the more eaſe and willingneſs ſtep our of Popery intoir, 
becauſeof its nearneſs and likeneſs thereto? _ 

Fifthly, What kind of Church Government was ſet up? Was 
it a pure ſpiritual Government? Was it put into the hands of 
the ſpirit ? ( For nothing isto govern, or can rightly govern @6- 
ver the ſpirits of Chriſts people in ſpiritual things, butthe.ſpi- 
rit of Chriſt. ) Ordid men frame upa Church Government by 
theigwiſdome, and put itinto the hands of ſuch, asmightexer- 
ciſe it without, yea andagainſithe Spirit ? | 

Sixthly, What kind of order was ſet upin this Church ? Was 
it the true Goſpel order? Was it the order of ChrilisSpirir, 
wherebythe carnal wiſdome of man might bequenched, and hiv 
ſpirit have ſcope? Or was it a carnal order, whereby the carnal 


wiſdome, learning,knowledge, andarts of man might haveſcope, . 


and the ſpiritin its motions bequenched ? 

Seventhly, By what wiſdome was the Common Prayer Book 
compiled -and ſet up, and ſurplices, croſſes, and other cerimo- 
nies injoyned? Was it by 'thewiſdome of Gods Spirit, forthe 
building up of the ſpirits of - his reopleinthefuirh 
for the pleaſing and ſatisfying ofthe carnal part in people? And 
what fort of perſvuns were hey who did moſtco for, and 
were"meſt pleaſed with theſe ? Were they, fot the generalicy, 
the ricter, or the looſer ſort ? ; 

Eightly, How came it about, that the ſupream Magiſtrate of 
this Nation, was made cheif head and governor ofthis Church 
under” Chriſt? Was this from Chriſts inſtitution, or of mang 
wiſdotne and invention? If of mansjnventing wiſdome , then 
againſt Chriſt, then 'of Antichriſts-ſpirir, a. exalteth that 


which is not of Chriſt, toſir and governin histemple. - | 
4. © ©' weigh. theſe things, look about-thee, O England :; O 
os | Eiters, Teachers, and People look about you? Andit ipplainly, , 
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; Upon. # naked ſearch appear, chat there was at che very ficſt a 
foundition laid of fuppreſlingy the trae worſhip, andthe wit» 
riefſes ro #; do not ſhut your eyes. Have not the people of 
God ſtill beenmiſ-repreſented,had reproachful names caſt upon 
them, znd in ſor2degree or other been perſecuted from the be- 
ginning of the reformation ? And choughnameschange, and 
Rulers change, and the teachers-change, and the people alſo 
—_— in their religion and- worſhips, yet 1s notthe perſecu- 
tg Spirit ſtill the ſare, andthe perſecuted Spirit ſtill the ſame 
'_ alſo. The perſectiting Spirit changeth its cover, ofcen , bug 
ſtil} retains its nature, hunting after the life and pure pow- 
er of the Spirit, in the Children which are begotten of God. 
Ate not the people of Godin every change a deſpiſed people,and 
chejEintegrity towards God ſtill firuck at? When the Lord be- 
ganslittle to wipe off che reproach from them, at thebeginning 
of theſe troub!cs,--and the perſecuting Spirit could not ſo c@quve- 
p nieatly khuntthem any longer under che name of Paritans, then 
other nam&-wetre invented for them, whereby the ſame ſpirir 
ſoughtt&makethem appear odious again,under a new reproach- 
Fat tice; that To itmight berperfecuring the ſame thing afreſh ? 
O how mightily hach the Lord firivento keep the Powers and 
peopleofthis Natioa from falling apon his people land yer tf 
ſo ſoon asthey come to any peace, and feeling of power, they 
areatifagain.'” O Ern7laxt, thy-periiſting in this, cannot bur 
Ying wiath upon thee. What would(ſt thou have of us? Shall 
-wE Hor -fear-the Lord ? Shal! we nor obey the Lord ? Shall we 
or the” Lord-our God, who hath redeemed, and is 
redeeming ourfouls from death? Shall we not be Proteſtantsin 
erithar fighcneſs of heart before the Lord? Shalkwe not 
reſtific againſt ' the Popiſht Spirir, and Popiſh praftiſes, and all 
new inventjons of the ſame ſpirir'( though they get never ſo fins 
a covering ) inthe Church of Eng/ard, as well as againſt them 
in the Church of Rome ? The Lord is our witneſs, we would not 
| - offend thite, O'FEnglard, no not the meaneſt perſons, of the 
-....- - Whole Nation: but fromout of Poperyare wecalled:( and from 
5. Wwhir"&ver*elſe the ſame nature and Spirit may cakeup inthe 
po: en lag; Jeofollow the Lord our God towardsthe land/of rhe þ 
1; 


. 


8:*andfollowbim-we muſt, however thou dealwich us. 


Engiltn4; fic hag been. fo; chat tby Ralers badbailrapay Nc, 
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of eating fer God) the Church a Spighteal, building, bile. 
BY » Church a Spigiorcl, huilding, bwile. 


true Church, yet.theevil Spirit, cheunclean Spiri 
endeavoured to.pollute. it, to.provoke the & 1 
his-.candleſtick.( which is an infvard act of his Spit; the out». 
ward building mighttand notwithſtanding ) and then thy houſe 
muſt have been lefr deſolate, and the ſame Spiricggould then 
have called. his people out of its bur if thy building hath nor 


uld have 


. been Spirnval, agg in the Spirit, how can the Spirit of the 
- 


Lord, ſuffer the Children begotten by him,: to lodge in it! 
O when wilt thou have an car to hear, thatthe Lords wrath 
may aſſwage towards thee, which kindleth more and more,and  - 
is entring apace within thy bowels ! This, this is theLords 
charge againſt thee ,. Thou art for the Proteſtant name itis 
now become thy intereſt, and a goodly covering inthyeyes,) 
but againſt the Proteſtant Spirit, whic the Lord calleth tofol- 
low him further and further from all the things of Pgpery,; and 
fromall the things like Popery. And the Lord will put a diffe- 
rence between the Proteſtant Name, and the PfgteſtantSpirie: 
between them that ſerve him in the fear which he begets in the - 
heart, and them that ſet up that kind of fearwich. is taught by 
the precepts of men. O Zxg/and,we are now ſeemingly in thy 
hands ( who haſt long bandled us very roughly ) andive have no 
ſtrength againſt thee, nor no hape of deliverance from thee, but 
in the Lord our God,and there we are at reſt, waiting uponhim 
in theinnecercy and; integrity-which, he bath begotten. in our 
hearts, until he plead our cauſe. And in that day, thou wile 
ſee. that we have not. been thine enemies, and tFenthou wilc 
mourn over that miſt of darkneſs, which hath wich-held chitieeye h 
fromdiſcerning whattrue friends we have been to thee, arid how 
we -have endeavoured, and ſought witt-qur heattsto prevenc 
thy drinking of that bitter cup, which is togo round the Nati- - 
ons. And it thine ear cou!d-have been opened, thou mighteſt ' 
have been ſpared... 
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POST-SCRIPT. 


| He Goſpel i free, the grace > mercy theref free, the Spids- 
rit a free Spirit ( freely given of God, and freely mini-- 

an 

Free- 
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"> Freedom Liberty of the 'L1ife of the Spirit, the order av 
"8-5 ber 9m f the Church is from und in the ſame free .Sp 

% is . ” og ; * Jy * : . 
* 71t, geidiny a people whom God makes willing in the day of his p 
. ** wer, the maintenance of the Miniſtry a fFee maintenance, t 
bs whole obedience and worſnip free ,. inthe {ree ſpirit, andint 
Fa F bread hs rhe ten in the heart by the fret ſpirit. The he, 
. of this Church #Chrift, the living Spirit who hath appoir 
FP ed none-to be Head under lim here on carth , nor hath giv 

s power fo any to make any Laws concerning his Kingdome , 
- "the Government thereof , concerniiy - his MWiſtry., or 4 
: maintenance thereof, '( It if not thus ? Doth not the leaſt child 
-.- . Light ſeeit ro be thus?) But the Church of England was 
; Chonek built up by force, ſetled by force, upheld by force., her 
© Mfeonfters maintained by force, her Order, Unity, Uniformity 
- 2##d Government forcible, and the free pure ſpirit of life ca1 
©, 4, Save no ſcope in her, but according to the wills of her Ruleys, 
 ,— Teachers, anal ITE if it move otherwiſe, if it appear othey- 
: . "w/e, iti ſtr# tobe nrcl@hamed and perſecuted O England, Eng- 
W0 ©" Jand,” can Goa-abwayes ſuffer theſe things? Will not his' hand at 

i + » UYength be ſtretched forth againſt thee ? | 
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fear and dread of the moſt High, 


Gs I” Fe day of the Lord ſo cemeth, as a thief inthe night. Foy 
"* when they ſpall ſay, Peace and ſafety; then ſudden deſtruftion 
IA 4, cometh them, 4s travnil upon 4 woman with child, and 
©... - they ſhall wot eſcape, 1 Theſ. $5, 2, 3. And whenthe Lord com- 
-* ., th, Woeto: him:who is found beating his fellow Seryancs, 
” — ©  andendeayourivg to force the Conſcience, ( which God hath 
/ > * made tender andplyabletothe voyce of his Spirit ) from its 0be- 
"dience and ſubjeRion thereto. 
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